A   CALF   IS   KILLED

It is incumbent upon them [the management]
and upon the organisers of all similarly placed
institutions to devise the most effective means of
nursing and ministering to the needs of diseased
and ailing cattle.1

Less than a month previous to this episode Gandhi
printed a letter from another correspondent, part of
which read :

I am much distressed and perplexed by the
habitual torture of bullocks by the inhabitants of
this country, chiefly Hindus, who call themselves
protectors of the cow I . . . The way the hands of
the drivers, made filthy by cruelty, grasp and
twitch the very backbone of the shrinking creatures
at the tail-socket, when the tail itself is a broken,
twisted abomination, is a sight which brings shame
on the Hindu religion. . . ,2

Since Mother India deals with this identical point,
but perhaps In greater detail,3 Mr. Gandhi's comment
is additionally interesting. Having scolded his corres-
pondent for indulging in a hasty generalisation, he
adds :

There is no doubt that some drivers in the cities
are guilty of the practice referred to in the letter,
and there Is no doubt also that the passer-by goes
his way totally oblivious of the torture. . . . We
would be agitated If a rabid dog was shot, but we

1  Young India, November 22nd, 1928, p. 391.

2 Ibid., August soth, 1928, p. 293.         3 Mother India* p. 220,
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